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The letter then went on to say
His chancellor was sent away
From England by the king's own brother; 4
And in no treasury or other
Strong place, save a church, was aught
Left for safekeeping that was not                                       8,540
Despoiled by his rapacity.
With criminal audacity
He so mistreated and oppressed
The chancellor, a lord and priest,
Master and bishop, too, that he
For refuge fled to Normandy.
Also there was another thing:
He strove hard to betray the king,
During the latter's pilgrimage,
By asking of the baronage                                                 8,550
Of England oaths of fealty
[And sought to get illegally] 5
What the exchequer could collect.
"Fair sire, I pray you with respect,"
The prior said, "and I bespeak
You to come home and vengeance wreak
On those who have wrought ail this ill,
Else they will do more evil still:
When they have seized the whole domain,
Not without strife shall you regain                                      &>ste
Your land." My lords, now marvel not
If the king, who so bravely wrought
For God in far-off lands, where he
Endured such woe and misery,
Was sorely troubled in his heart*
For who doth such ill news impart
4 The Gesta (pp. 207-25) and Roger of Hoveden (III, 134-55) give details of the
rebellion in England against the rule of William Longchamp, the chancellor-justickr.
5 The Itinerarium (p. 333) tells how John seized the castles and revenues in Eng-
land. The lacuna here is probably only one line, not two as G. Paris suggests^ for the
verse permits only a lacuna of one or three lines.